
 

In the Spring of 2007, 59-year-old 
Bill Broadie traveled from his Ash-
land, Kan., home to Colorado on a 
business trip for Superior Livestock 
Auction. 
As he wound through rural roads, 
the fourth-generation cattle 
rancher had some time to reflect on 
his service as a Marine in the war-
torn jungles of Vietnam. 
“I didn’t want these kids treated 
the way we were; hopefully they’ll 
be saluted, not spit on,” he says of 
today’s troops serving in Iraq. 
“What better way to support the 
troops than with U.S. beef?” 
Weeks later, Broadie stood in the 
middle of a Kansas feed pen when 
his cell phone rang. The phone call 
was from two friends who had con-
nections in Washington, D.C. They 
gave the Marine’s big idea an en-
thusiastic thumbs-up. All systems 
for Broadie’s All-American Beef 
Battalion were a go. 
The Beef Battalion has several 
goals, says Broadie. “We want to 
hold homecoming or deployment 
steak feeds for troops and their 
families. We’d also like to identify 
families whose main breadwinner 
is in combat and give them a sort of 
beef debit card with a little money 
to help them out.” His long-term 
goal? Broadie wants to feed troops 
in combat zones. 
Life of Service. Broadie joined 
the Marines at 18 and served in 
Vietnam at 19 with the 3rd Marine 
Division. After six-and-a-half 
months in the hospital with a near-
fatal leg wound, Broadie was medi-
cally retired. 
He went to college and finished his 
degree, “but I didn’t fit into the col-
lege scene,” he says. Instead, he 
headed back home to the cattle 

business. After his father’s death in 
1982, Broadie quit ranching and 
joined Superior Livestock Auction 
as a field representative.  
As Broadie traveled those country 
roads between Kansas and Colo-
rado, he called longtime friend and 
Superior Livestock Auction co-
founder Jim Odle to relate his idea 
about forming the Beef Battalion as 
a way of boosting troop morale. 
“We can do this,” Odle told him 
encouragingly. 
After all, say Broadie and Odle, 
farmers dedicate their lives to 
feeding the world, and troops 
dedicate theirs to defending our 
freedom. What could be a more 
natural link? 
Firing up the Organization. 
After the initial green light, the 
group hit bureaucratic stone walls 
left and right as they tried to es-
tablish the nonprofit. But the war-
hardened Marine wasn’t deterred. 
“The public wants to be behind the 
kids,” Broadie insists. “We don’t 
care where you stand on the war. 
Where do you stand on the kids?” 
Establishing this caliber of non-
profit wasn’t easy. But some 
quick-thinking friends swooped in. 
As a result, letters asking for sup-
port made their way into Former 
President Bush’s hands, and into 
the Secretary of Ag’s office as well 
as to the Department of Defense.  
Broadie is still not sure exactly 
how it happened, but 35 days 
later, the All-American Beef Bat-
talion got its nonprofit status. “It 
was crazy quick,” he says of their 
Oct. 15, 2007, approval. “We had 
to get busy fast.” 
And they did, setting up tax-
exempt status, getting their web-
site up and asking for donations. 

As the ball rolled along, Broadie 
got a call in late February 2008 
from the Kansas National Guard’s 
731st Transportation Company 
asking if they could be the recipi-
ents of the first steak feed. “When 
the steak feed was set up I called 
Creekstone Farms [in Arkansas 
City, Kan.]; they donated about 
420 pounds of rib-eye steaks.” 
Sizzling With Pride. Early on 
the morning of April 2, 2008, 
bleary-eyed cooks got busy in the 
Olathe, Kan., armory. Thick slabs 
of meat sizzled on the grills and 
potatoes baked, but the hungry 
guardsmen back from a long de-
ployment and their families took 
center-stage. 
“It was a really great day,” says 
Odle. American flags decorated 
the inside of the armory, and “the 
group was led by 50 VFW 
[Veterans of Foreign Wars] motor-
cycles with American flags.” 
The guardsmen being honored by 
the All-American Beef Battalion 
had been overseas 18 months. In 
that time they lost two members of 
their unit and traveled more than 
a million miles, checking for road-
side bombs, guarding food sup-
plies, “and going over and above 
their duties,” adds Odle proudly. 
“The people who have built the 
USA, it’s not politicians or actors. 
It’s our troops who have built this 
country.” 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO DONATE: 
WWW.STEAKSFORTROOPS.COM;  
ALL-AMERICAN BEEF  
BATTALION,  
P.O. BOX 458, ASHLAND, 
KAN. 67831; 
620.635.5870 
 

Story by Claire Vath and reprinted with permis-
sion by The Progressive Farmer. 

War verteran and fourthWar verteran and fourthWar verteran and fourth---generation cattleman Bill Broadie is work-generation cattleman Bill Broadie is work-generation cattleman Bill Broadie is work-
ing to support troops and beef up moraleing to support troops and beef up moraleing to support troops and beef up morale———one savory steak at a time.one savory steak at a time.one savory steak at a time.   

FFFELLOWELLOWELLOW   PRODUCERSPRODUCERSPRODUCERS, , , WEWEWE   ENCOURAGEENCOURAGEENCOURAGE   YOUYOUYOU   TOTOTO      
REPRINTREPRINTREPRINT   THISTHISTHIS   ARTICLEARTICLEARTICLE   OROROR   ANYANYANY B B BEEFEEFEEF B B BATTALIONATTALIONATTALION   
INFORMATIONINFORMATIONINFORMATION   INININ   YOURYOURYOUR   SALESALESALE   BOOKBOOKBOOK. T. T. TOOO   BECOMEBECOMEBECOME      

INVOLVEDINVOLVEDINVOLVED, , , PLEASEPLEASEPLEASE   CONTACTCONTACTCONTACT   THETHETHE B B BEEFEEFEEF B B BATTALIONATTALIONATTALION. . . 
TTTHANKHANKHANK   YOUYOUYOU   FORFORFOR   YOURYOURYOUR   CONTINUEDCONTINUEDCONTINUED   SUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORT      

OFOFOF   OUROUROUR   MILITARYMILITARYMILITARY   PERSONNELPERSONNELPERSONNEL...   

 

 

Beef Genetics 

http://www.steaksfortroops.com


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




